
  The University of Tampa Students Take the Stage  
Fall Dance Happening Captured Students Hard Work  

  
The University of Tampa Fall Dance Happening took place at David Falk Theater from Oct. 
25-27. The Fall Dance Happening occurs every year and the University of Tampa students 
perform a variety of choreographed dances.  
  
Professor Susan Lennon coordinates the show. Lennon said she begins planning the show in 
early August to make sure everything is near perfect for the weekend of performances.   
   
“I think the show sets us apart with our tremendous amount of passion and heart,” said Lennon. 
“We've been doing the show since 1991 and the University of Tampa continues to entertain and 
empower the human race as we come together to support each other each year.”  
 
The students perform for about one hour. Some of the dances incorporate live renditions of the 
songs sung by UT students with the communication of body language and stylistic dance choices 
of the performers, as shown in the piece, “Acceptance.” 
   
The dances range from modern to hip-hop and are choreographed by UT students. Lauren Biggs, 
a UT senior, choreographed the piece titled, “Breaking Through.” The students in this piece 
moved across the stage to the music playing in the background. “I come to the shows every year 
not only because my friends are in it, but because I love supporting our school and seeing the 
authentic dance pieces. The students become so vulnerable and it really shows in their work,” 
said UT Marketing student, Julia Cassandra.  
   
In Biggs piece, UT dancer, Gabrielle Vaillancourt said, “I was fortunate enough to learn from a 
woman so dedicated and inspiring. All of her technique and rehearsals we had each week taught 
us to have fun while working with students of all different dance backgrounds. We became a 
family and were able to show our emotions throughout the dance, and hopefully conveyed a 
message to our audience.” 
 
On Thursday evening Falk Theater was filled with about 250 students and family members 
coming to support the dancers. UT will continue to hold Fall Dance Happenings every year. 
Lennon encourages students to audition and hopes to see people for Spring Dance Concert, Feb. 
15-17.   
  
 


